
Keep in Touch:
www.ajlprimary.co.uk | 01656 815520 | admin@archdeaconjohnlewisps.bridgend.cymru | Message us using the School Gateway app

Friday 10th January 2025

Dear Parents,

Happy New Year and a warm welcome to our new Nursery starters and their families.

I am pleased to announce that the Governors have appointed Mrs Emma Bowen as Acting Deputy Headteacher
(Thursday/Friday) who will work alongside Mrs Sarah Richards as Acting Deputy Headteacher (Mon-Weds).

Thank you for your co-operation this week with the revised access to the school grounds due to the risk of ice.
In response to this, we have decided to continue with the same drop off and collection of children and the
permanent locking of the gate to the left hand side of the school in front of the Nursery classroom.  This change
will help streamline our busiest times at school, which in turn also enhances our existing safeguarding
procedures and security of the premises.

Please can we remind parents that parking is not permitted along the fence of the lower car park, or on the
drive way. This includes taxis, for any length of time.

In worship this week we have been learning about the Epiphany and introduced the Christian values Grateful
and Generous. The children in Miss Doran’s class helped to dramatise the story of The Widow’s Mite.

Our Forest School classroom has finally been surveyed and approved. Miss Conlon and the children have been
busy preparing it for use.  We are eager to start using it straight away and developing the Forest School area. We
would be grateful for any donations of bird seed, compost, plant pots & seeds, old kitchen utensils, pots and
pans etc that we can put to good use in our Forest School and Eco area.

 ARCHDEACON JOHN LEWIS NEWSLETTER
‘Strength through knowledge and faith.’ 

Attendance: 92%

Attend to Achieve update emails were sent to parents earlier this week. We would like to remind parents that
school starts promptly at 8:50am and we will be closely monitoring persistent lateness. Cases of continued
persistent lateness may be referred to the Education Welfare Officer.
Please contact the school office if you have any queries about this.

Mrs L Forster
Acting Headteacher
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Mrs Richards and Mrs Morgan’s class have been experimenting with bubbles in the
freezing cold! They discovered that the bubbles would freeze in places on the

ground and on branches.

Nursery and Reception have been practicing mindfulness and yoga, while making
use of some of our new smart TVs.
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Mrs Bowen’s class have started reading The Iron Man by Ted Hughes.

Pupil voice for their new topic:
“We would like more Iron Man

challenges and a science experiment
on iron and iron man games. We

would like to draw iron man.”

Mrs Hodges’ class have been very busy with Maths this week and making the most
of the outdoor areas too.

This is part of their new topic
‘Mighty Metals’. The class hopes
to walk to the park next to Spar
on Monday 13th (weather
permitting!) to investigate what
other metals they can find.
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Miss Conlon’s class have been loving the wintery conditions and beautiful skies
this week while playing hockey. They have also been designing Norman helmets,

sketching William the Conqueror and playing the ukuelele. 
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Miss Doran’s class have been
investigating a variety of art
materials to start their new
enquiry topic which focuses on
19th and 20th Century art.

The children have started making
their own Found Art which starts
off as a collage of images and texts
which appeal to them.
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Monday 13th January: Eucharist, 9:15am. All welcome!

Friday 31st January: Miss Conlon’s class Messy Coffee

Friday 14th February: Deadline for Reception (Sept 2025) applications

Monday 17th February: Eucharist, 9:15am. All welcome!

Friday 21st February: INSET Day 4 of 6

Monday 24th February - Friday 28th February: Half Term

Wednesday 5th March & Thursday 6th March: Parents’ Evening - TBC

Friday 7th March: Mrs Bowen’s class Messy Coffee

Monday 3rd March - Friday 7th March: Swimming (Year 4 and Year 5)

Monday 10th March - Friday 14th March: Swimming (Year 4 and Year 6)

Upcoming Events

Please ensure that your details are kept up to date with the school office. 
It is essential that we hold up to date address details, phone numbers and email
addresses for all parents/carers and emergency contacts.

Any updates to personal information can be submitted on the Gateway app or by
email to admin@archdeaconjohnlewisps.bridgend.cymru

Please Keep Us Updated!

Winter Illnesses

We are certainly still in the season of coughs and colds, as well as other common illnesses. Hopefully this
will improve at the same time as the weather!

As a reminder, if your child has had any sickness or diarrhoea, they must not attend school for 48 hours
after their last episode. 

We follow the NHS guidance for common infections, which can be found here:
https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/aware-health-protection-team/guidance-for-childcare-
preschool-and-educational-settings/

Absences due to illness are unavoidable on the most part, and sometimes children are ill in school and you
will be asked to collect them. If you are unsure about whether or not to send your child in with a niggling
cold or cough, we would encourage you to bring them to school. Where a child is struggling we would always
contact you. Please refer to the following link for more information:
https://abbhealthiertogether.cymru.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool

https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/aware-health-protection-team/guidance-for-childcare-preschool-and-educational-settings/
https://phw.nhs.wales/services-and-teams/aware-health-protection-team/guidance-for-childcare-preschool-and-educational-settings/
https://abbhealthiertogether.cymru.nhs.uk/parentscarers/child-unwell-ok-go-nurseryschool



